
M E S S AG E  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C TO R
2017 was a challenging year for our community.  We 
saw 6 violent deaths within a block of our building.  
This was very hard for the good people on our block.  
It was encouraging to see a community group rise 
up to organize around this and stand up to the 
violence.  Because of this, there is an improved sense 
of safety on the street.  I  also had the chance to 
work with a group of community advocates to call 
for a Provincial task force to address the issue of 
absenteeism in North End Schools.  This task force 
has been working hard to help improve attendance 
in our schools.  Finally, we  raised a record amount of 
funds at our annual Calling to Connect Gala for our 
programs at ICYA.  

Our staff continue to focus on reaching youth in 
deeper ways by building strong relationships in 
the community.  Healthy relationships and a sense 
of belonging are so critical to our work.  We always 
strive to live out our faith by living as Christ did in 
making people on the margins realize their value 
and potential. We are inspired to see the deep 
relevance of the message of Jesus in our community.  
We see His message reaching youth where they are 
at in their culture and their community .  

A highlight of 2017 was the Ma’wa’chi’hi’to’tan 
– Journeying in a Good Way conference.  This 
conference was initiated by ICYA to help other 
ministries in the community and across the country 

to better articulate the good news of Jesus in a 
culturally sensitive way.  We saw 232 different 
representatives from 70 ministries come together 
for two days sitting under the teachings of 
Indigenous Christian leaders who inspired us all to 
stay strong in our work and to walk in a good way in 
our community . 

Thanks to all of our great supporters 
who partnered with us on this 
journey.  Meegwetch and God Bless!

KENT DUECK,  
Executive Director

 » Monday Night Clubs is for teens seeking to go  
deeper in understanding God and community

 » Monday Young Adults is open to anyone ages  
18 – 30 with many young families

 » Tuesday Night Teens (ages 13 – 19)
 » Wednesday Night Pre-Teens (ages 10 – 12)
 » Thursday Night Kids Drop-in (ages 5 – 9)
 » Saturday Night Teens (ages 13 – 19)

1 WEEK OF JUNIOR TEENS DAY CAMPS   •  2 WEEKS OF KIDS DAY CAMPS (98 ATTENDED)

SOAR HEARTLAND (WITH NIVERVILLE COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP & 4TH AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH)

MISSION X (ALONGSIDE STEINBACH BIBLE COLLEGE)  •  ~1,500 MEALS SERVED EACH MONTH 
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Annual Report2017

A recreational centre for programs and physical activities, a place for kids to hang out, feel safe and accepted.
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In 2017, we saw a growing unity and vision for the work emerge in the board and staff 
team, for which we are grateful. We honor the fact that the good work of ICYA could 
not be done without the countless hours of volunteers and staff building relationships 
with those around us. In addition, we are very thankful for the many people who 
have partnered with us to sustain and ensure the resources for our organization.  This 
good work is all possible thanks to the many businesses, foundations, individuals, and 
churches that stepped up to support ICYA financially and in prayer. We look forward 
to the various ways that lives will continue to be changed as we partner together. On 
behalf of the Board of Directors I want to thank you for the part that you play in the 
mission.

RON PLUCHINSKI, ICYA Board Chair

Community
Connections
The Community Ministry, Bridge Team, and Camp Team 
all regularly connect with kids and youth to build healthy 
relationships where lasting growth can flourish. These 
numbers include many lunches with youth, pick-up 
basketball games, or just hanging out at our facility. 

1,821 TOTAL ONE-ONE-ONES

OTHER  
ACTIVITIES 
INCLUDE: 

 » The Aberdeen Alliance: a community group to respond 
to the 6 violent murders on our block

 » Community Christmas Party: 340+ neighbours 
enjoying a free warm meal, games, sleigh rides, and 
hamper draws

 » Community Block Party: 1,100+ North End residents 
celebrating the community with snacks, games, and 
live music
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A NEW INITIATIVE TO SUPPORT INDIGENOUS LEADERS 
FROM THE NORTH END SERVING THE NORTH END

 » 4 Indigenous staff hired and supported directly by 
the initiative in 2017.

 » 20 Indigenous staff employed at ICYA (Bridge and 
Camp staff, Maintenance, CB2)

 » The Indigenous Leadership Initiative was born from 
the vision of two ministry partners who seek to 
build local, Indigenous leaders to love and serve the 
North End of Winnipeg. This initiative fits perfectly 
with ICYA’s mission to develop young leaders. 
Through the ILI and other funds, ICYA employed 20 
Indigenous staff in 2017.

“ICYA has made me realize how much the staff have helped 
the children and youth in the neighbourhood. How they have 
changed the lives of youth and put them on a better path 
than they ever could’ve imagined. And all through the  
good/bad times in a youth’s life, ICYA has been there  
through it all, and has given them the only thing  

others cannot give and that’s hope.”

 – AMY SINCLAIR, former ICYA youth,  
current ICYA staff member
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GEM LAKE 
CAMPERS

BIBLE 
STUDIES
WITH CAMPERS

DIFFERENT
GROUPS OF CAMPERS

OF DRIVING 
KIDS TO AND 
FROM CAMP 

An outdoor camp experience 
set a world away from the 
pressures of the inner city in 
Nopiming Provincial Park.

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD




